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May 21, 2025

Dr. Anjum Chatha

580 Montgomery Street

Jersey City, NJ 07302

RE:
Magda Mercado Negron
DOB:
11/17/1945

Dear Dr. Chatha:

Thank you for referring Ms. Magda Mercado Negron for Infectious Diseases evaluation.

As you know, the patient is a 79-year-old female with history of latent tuberculosis.

PAST MEDICAL HISTORY: Includes rheumatoid arthritis; not on any biological agents, bipolar/schizophrenia, history of CVA with brain aneurysm 31 years ago, hypothyroidism, and hyperlipidemia.

MEDICATIONS: Include alendronate, atorvastatin, levothyroxine, citalopram, and risperidone.

ALLERGIES: No known allergies to medications.

SOCIAL HISTORY: Lives at home with daughter and two other people in the household.

FAMILY HISTORY: Noncontributory.

REVIEW OF SYSTEMS: Denies fever, chills, cough, shortness of breath, abdominal pain, nausea, vomiting, or diarrhea.
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PHYSICAL EXAMINATION:
GENERAL: Reveals an elderly female with depressed mood, facial asymmetry, well nourished, alert, oriented, responsive, and in no acute distress.

VITAL SIGNS: Temperature 98, blood pressure 130/70, pulse 76, and respiratory rate 18.

HEENT: Head normal. Ears normal. Nose normal.

LUNGS: Clear.

HEART: S1 and S2.

ABDOMEN: Soft and nontender.

EXTREMITIES: No cyanosis. No clubbing. No edema.

NEUROLOGICAL: Mild cranial nerve weakness from previous history of brain aneurysm.

LABS: Reveal positive QuantiFERON, normal liver enzymes. Chest x-ray, no active pulmonary disease.

IMPRESSION: This is a 79-year-old female with history of latent tuberculosis in the setting of rheumatoid arthritis not on any biological agents.

Since the patient is not on any biological agents, her risk for reactivation is significant but not extremely high. The patient has been offered prophylaxis with INH (isoniazid); however, the patient refuses. A thorough discussion about risks for reactivation with possible secondary spread to family members was explored with the daughter present as an interpreter. All questions were answered. My advice was to attempt taking the medication for prophylaxis for nine months to prevent reactivation disease of TB. The patient, however, is not anxious to take medication and is concerned about the possibility of hepatotoxicity with an incidence of approximately 4% in her age group.

In view of this, I have recommended annual chest x-rays, screening and visits with you at least three or four times a year for wellness check. The patient refuses therapy at this time. The patient has been encouraged to return if she changes her mind, she will need annual chest x-ray and followup.

Thank you very much for allowing me to participate in the care of your patients.

Sincerely,

__________________________

Anthony J. Mangia, M.D., FACP
AJM/gg
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